POPULAR TALES

and to show his own superior magnificence, issued orders
immediately to his treasurer to present me, as a token of his
royal approbation, with two hundred star pagodas. When I
approached to make my salam and compliment of thanks, as
I was instructed, the sultan, who observed that some of the
courtiers already began to regard me with envy, as if my
reward had been too great, determined to divert himself with
their spleen, and to astonish me with his generosity; he took
from his finger a diamond ring, which he presented to me by
one of his officers. The young prince, Abdul Calie, whispered
to his father whilst I was withdrawing, and I soon afterwards
received a message from the sultan, requesting, or, in other
words, ordering me to remain some time at his court, to
instruct the young prince, his son, in the use of my European
machines, for which they had in their language no names.

4 This command proved a source of real pleasure to me ;
for I found Prince Abdul Calie not only a youth of quick
apprehension, but of a most amiable disposition, unlike the
imperious and capricious temper which I had remarked in
his father. Prince Abdul Calie had been, when he was about
twelve years old, one of the hostage princes left with Lord
Cornwallis at Seringapatam. With that politeness which is
seldom to be found in the sons of eastern despots, this prince,
after my first introduction, ordered the magnificent palanquin,
given to him by Lord Cornwallis, to be shown to me; then
pointing to the enamelled snakes which support the panels,
and on which the sun at that instant happened to shine,
Prince Abdul Calie was pleased to say, " The remembrance of
your noble countryman's kindness to me is as fresh and lively
in my soul as those colours now appear to my eye."

'Another thing gave me a good opinion of this young
prince; he did not seem to value presents merely by their
costliness; whether he gave or received, he considered the
feelings of others ; and I know that he often excited in my
mind more gratitude by the gift of a mere trifle, by a word or
a look, than his ostentatious father could by the most valuable
donations. Tippoo, though he ordered his treasurer to pay
me fifty rupees per day, whilst I was in his service, yet treated
me with a species of insolence, which, having some of the
feelings of a free-born Briton about me, I found it difficult
to endure with patience. His son, on the contrary, showed
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